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1
CONTINUOUS VARIABLE GAIN AMPLIFIER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Chinese Patent Appli-
cation No. 201310002285.8, filed on Jan. 5, 2013, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of electronics
technologies, and in particular, to a continuous variable gain
amplifier.

BACKGROUND

A system, for example, a microwave communication sys-
tem, that requires an extremely small gain step (Step) of a
variable gain amplifier (Variable Gain Amplifier, VGA for
short), also has high requirements on linearity and noise, and
it is costly to implement the requirements by using a program-
mable gain amplifier (Programmable Gain Amplifier, PGA
for short) solution. Therefore, itis usually expected that a gain
continuously change with a control voltage. That is, the
requirements are implemented by using a continuous variable
gain amplifier (Continuous VGA).

For continuous variable gain amplifiers in the prior art,
some do not provide ideal linearity, and some cause a noise
figure (Noise Figure, NF for short) to seriously deteriorate
with attenuation of the gain.

SUMMARY

An embodiment of the present invention provides a con-
tinuous variable gain amplifier, which can solve an unideal
linearity and improve an unideal noise-gain relationship.

In a first aspect, a continuous variable gain amplifier is
provided, including an attenuator network, a boost network, a
first amplifying network, and a second amplifying network,
where the attenuator network consists of resistors and con-
figured to adjust attenuation of the continuous variable gain
amplifier; the boost network consists of resistors and config-
ured to adjust a gain of the continuous variable gain amplifier;
the attenuator network generates first differential output sig-
nals according to an input signal and sends the first differen-
tial output signals to the first amplifying network and the
second amplifying network; the first amplifying network
receives a first output of the first differential output signals
sent by the attenuator network, and generates a first final
output signal according to an externally input control voltage;
the second amplifying network receives a second output of
the first differential output signals sent by the attenuator net-
work, and generates a second final output signal according to
an externally input control voltage; the boost network
receives the first final output signal output by the first ampli-
fying network and the second final output signal output by the
second amplifying network, generates second differential
output signals, and sends a first output and a second output of
the second differential output signals to the first amplifying
network and the second amplifying network, respectively,
where the first output and the second output of the second
differential output signals are used by the first amplifying
network and the second amplifying network to generate the
first final output signal and the second final output signal,
respectively; and during a gain status of the continuous vari-
able gain amplifier, the attenuator network stops working, and
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the gain is adjusted by the boost network, and during an
attenuation status of the continuous variable gain amplifier,
the boost network stops working, and the gain is adjusted by
the attenuator network.

In a first possible implementation, the attenuator network
includes a first series of contact points and a second series of
contact points in symmetry, configured to respond to the input
signal, and generate the first output and the second output of
a series of the first differential output signals at contact point
pairs corresponding to the first series of contact points and the
second series of contact points, respectively; the boost net-
work includes a third series of contact points and a fourth
series of contact points in symmetry, configured to respond to
the first final output signal and the second final output signal,
respectively, and generate the first output and the second
output of a series of the second differential output signals at
contact point pairs corresponding to the third series and the
fourth series of contact points, respectively; the first ampli-
fying network includes a first part of transconductance units
and a second part of transconductance units with a joint
output, configured to generate a first output signal, where
each first input terminal of the first part of transconductance
units is correspondingly connected to one of the first series of
contact points of the attenuator network, second input termi-
nals of the first part of transconductance units are connected
to a contact point B1H of the third series of contact points of
the boost network, all first input terminals of the second part
of transconductance units are connected to a contact point
A1H of the first series of contact points of the attenuator
network, and each second input terminal of the second part of
transconductance units is correspondingly connected to one
of' the third series of contact points of the boost network; the
second amplifying network includes a third part of transcon-
ductance units and a fourth part of transconductance units
with a joint output, configured to generate a second output
signal, where each first input terminal of the third part of
transconductance units is correspondingly connected to one
of the second series of contact points of the attenuator net-
work, all second input terminals of the third part of transcon-
ductance units are connected to a contact point B1L of the
fourth series of contact points of the boost network, all first
input terminals of the fourth part of transconductance units
are connected to a contact point A1L of the second series of
contact points of the attenuator network, and each second
input terminal of the fourth part of transconductance units is
correspondingly connected to one of the fourth series of con-
tact points of the boost network.

With reference to the first possible implementation of the
first aspect, in a second possible implementation, the first
amplifying network further includes a first amplifying circuit,
where the first amplifying circuit is connected to the first part
oftransconductance units and the second part of transconduc-
tance units, and responds to the first output signal to generate
the first final output signal and output the first final output
signal via a first final output terminal, where the first final
output terminal is connected to the contact point B1H of the
third series of contact points of the boost network; and the
second amplifying network further includes a second ampli-
fying circuit, where the second amplifying circuit is con-
nected to the third part of transconductance units and the
fourth part of transconductance units, and responds to the
second output signal to generate the second final output signal
and output the second final output signal via a second final
output terminal, where the second final output terminal is
connected to the contact point B1L of the fourth series of
contact points of the boost network.
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With reference to the second possible implementation of
the first aspect, in a third possible implementation, the boost
network responds to the first final output signal and the sec-
ond final output signal, and sends the generated first output
and second output of the second differential output signals to
a second input terminal, connected to the boost network, of
the second part of transconductance units and a second input
terminal, connected to the boost network, of the fourth part of
transconductance units, respectively.

With reference to the first to third possible implementa-
tions of the first aspect, in a fourth possible implementation,
the first amplifying circuit or the second amplifying circuit
includes a two-stage amplifying circuit, where a first stage of
the first amplifying circuit receives the first output signal, and
a first stage of the second amplifying circuit receives the
second output signal.

With reference to the first to third possible implementa-
tions of the first aspect, in a fifth possible implementation, the
contact point A1H is the first of the first series of contact
points, the contact point A1L is the first of the second series of
contact points, and the contact point A1H and the contact
point A1l form a first contact point pair of the attenuator
network, and when working states of transconductance unit
pairs connected from the last to the first of the contact point
pairs of the attenuator network change successively, the
attenuation of the continuous variable gain amplifier during
the attenuation status gradually decreases from maximum
attenuation to zero; and the contact point B1H is the first of
the third series of contact points, the contact point B1L is the
first of the fourth series of contact points, and the contact point
B1H and the contact point B1L form a first contact point pair
of the boost network, and when working states of transcon-
ductance unit pairs connected from the first to the last of the
contact point pairs of the boost network change successively,
the gain of the continuous variable gain amplifier during the
gain status gradually increases from zero to a maximum gain.

With reference to the first to third possible implementa-
tions of the first aspect, in a sixth possible implementation,
first output terminals of the first part of transconductance
units are connected to second output terminals of the second
part of transconductance units, and second output terminals
of'the first part of transconductance units are connected to first
output terminals ofthe second part of transconductance units,
s0 as to jointly output the first output signal; and

with reference to the first to third possible implementations
of'the first aspect, in a seventh possible implementation, first
output terminals of the third part of transconductance units
are connected to second output terminals of the fourth part of
transconductance units, and second output terminals of the
third part of transconductance units are connected to first
output terminals of the fourth part of transconductance units,
s0 as to jointly output the second output signal.

With reference to the first to third possible implementa-
tions of the first aspect, in an eighth possible implementation,
the input signal is a pair of differential signals connected to
the contact point pairs of the attenuator network.

With reference to the first to third possible implementa-
tions of the first aspect, in a ninth possible implementation, a
transconductance unit includes a pair of differential triodes
controlled by an inserted current source, and a working state
of the transconductance unit is determined by controlling a
bias current of the inserted current source.

With reference to the first aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the first aspect, in a ninth possible implementation,
an end of the attenuator network and an end of the boost
network are connected to a common-mode voltage.
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By using two resistor networks, the continuous variable
gain amplifier provided in the embodiment of the present
invention implements attenuation and gain and implements a
continuous variable gain, thereby achieving good linearity.
Further, during the whole gain status, a noise figure does not
deteriorate with the decrease of the gain, that is, the noise-
gain relationship is improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

To illustrate the technical solutions in the embodiments of
the present invention more clearly, the following briefly
describes the accompanying drawings required for describing
the embodiments of the present invention. Apparently, the
accompanying drawings in the following description show
merely some embodiments of the present invention, and per-
sons of ordinary skill in the art may still derive other drawings
from these accompanying drawings without creative efforts.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a continuous vari-
able gain amplifier according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are schematic block diagrams of an
attenuator network according to a second embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B are schematic block diagrams of a
boost network according to a third embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4A is a schematic block diagram of a transconduc-
tance unit of a first amplifying network according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4B is a schematic block diagram of a first amplifying
circuit of a first amplifying network according to the fourth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram of a continuous
variable gain amplifier according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a circuit principle diagram of a continuous vari-
able gain amplifier according to the fifth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a relationship between a
gain and a control voltage of a continuous variable gain
amplifier according to the fifth embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a relationship between an
NF and a control voltage of a continuous variable gain ampli-
fier according to the fifth embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a current generator con-
trolled by a control voltage of a VGA according to the fifth
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a relationship between a
control voltage and bias currents of a VGA according to the
fifth embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following clearly describes the technical solutions in
the embodiments of the present invention with reference to
the accompanying drawings in the embodiments of the
present invention. Apparently, the described embodiments
are merely a part rather than all of the embodiments of the
present invention. All other embodiments obtained by per-
sons of ordinary skill in the art based on the embodiments of
the present invention without creative efforts shall fall within
the protection scope of the present invention.

An embodiment of the present invention provide a continu-
ous variable gain amplifier, which achieves good linearity,
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and improves a changing relationship between a gain and a
noise figure or between attenuation and a noise figure in
comparison with the prior art.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a continuous vari-
able gain amplifier 10 according to a first embodiment of the
present invention. The continuous variable gain amplifier 10
includes: an attenuator (marked as R. Attenuator) network 11,
aboost (marked as R.Boost) network 12, and two completely
symmetrical amplifying networks, namely, a first amplifying
network 13 and a second amplifying network 14.

The attenuator network consists of resistors and configured
to adjust attenuation of the continuous variable gain ampli-
fier; and the boost network consists of resistors and config-
ured to adjust a gain of the continuous variable gain amplifier.

The attenuator network 11 generates first differential out-
put signals 18 according to an input signal 15 and sends the
first differential output signals 18 to the first amplifying net-
work 13 and the second amplifying network; the first ampli-
fying network 13 receives a first output of the first differential
output signals 18 sent by the attenuator network 11, and
generates a first final output signal 16 according to an exter-
nally input control voltage; the second amplifying network 14
receives a second output of the first differential output signals
18 sent by the attenuator network 11, and generates a second
final output signal 17 according to an externally input control
voltage; and the boost network 12 receives the first final
output signal 16 output by the first amplifying network 13 and
the second final output signal 17 output by the second ampli-
fying network, generates second differential output signals
19, and sends a first output and a second output of the second
differential output signals 19 to the first amplifying network
13 and the second amplifying network, respectively.

During a gain status of the continuous variable gain ampli-
fier, that is, when the gain of the continuous variable gain
amplifier is greater than 0, the attenuator network 11 stops
working, and the gain is adjusted by a resistor of the boost
network 12. In addition, during an attenuation status of the
continuous variable gain amplifier, that is, the gain of the
continuous variable gain amplifier is smaller than 0, the boost
network 12 stops working, and the gain is adjusted by a
resistor of the attenuator network 11.

By using two resistor networks, the continuous variable
gain amplifier provided in this embodiment of the present
invention implements attenuation and gain and implements a
continuous variable gain, thereby achieving good linearity
firstly. Secondly, because the boost network stops working
during the attenuation status or the attenuator network stops
working during the gain status, a chip current and a chip area
can be saved. Finally, during the attenuation status of the
continuous variable gain amplifier, that is, the stage in which
the attenuator network works, the noise dB of the continuous
variable gain amplifier increases with the attenuation of the
gain dB, and an NF of the continuous variable gain amplifier
deteriorates; however, during the gain status of the continuous
variable gain amplifier, that is, the stage in which the boost
network works, the noise of the continuous variable gain
amplifier decreases with the decrease of the gain dB, and
therefore the NF hardly deteriorates.

Optionally, the attenuator network includes a first series of
contact points and a second series of contact points in sym-
metry, configured to respond to the input signal, and generate
the first output and the second output of a series of the first
differential output signals at contact point pairs correspond-
ing to the first series of contact points and the second series of
contact points, respectively. The boost network includes a
third series of contact points and a fourth series of contact
points in symmetry, configured to respond to the first final
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output signal and the second final output signal, respectively,
and generate the first output and the second output of a series
of'the second differential output signals at contact point pairs
corresponding to the third series of contact points and the
fourth series of contact points, respectively. The first ampli-
fying network include a first part of transconductance units
and a second part of transconductance units with a joint
output, configured to generate a first output signal, where
each first input terminal of the first part of transconductance
units is correspondingly connected to one of the first series of
contact points of the attenuator network, second input termi-
nals of the first part of transconductance units are connected
to a contact point B1H of the third series of contact points of
the boost network, all first input terminals of the second part
of transconductance units are connected to a contact point
A1H of the first series of contact points of the attenuator
network, and each second input terminal of the second part of
transconductance units is correspondingly connected to one
of'the third series of contact points of the boost network. The
second amplifying network includes a third part of transcon-
ductance units and a fourth part of transconductance units
with a joint output, configured to generate a second output
signal, where each first input terminal of the third part of
transconductance units is correspondingly connected to one
of the second series of contact points of the attenuator net-
work, all second input terminals of the third part of transcon-
ductance units are connected to a contact point B1L of the
fourth series of contact points of the boost network, all first
input terminals of the fourth part of transconductance units
are connected to a contact point AIL of the second series of
contact points of the attenuator network, and each second
input terminal of the fourth part of transconductance units is
correspondingly connected to one of the fourth series of con-
tact points of the boost network.

Optionally, the first amplifying network further includes a
first amplifying circuit, where the first amplifying circuit is
connected to the first part of transconductance units and the
second part of transconductance units, and responds to the
first output signal to generate the first final output signal and
output the first final output signal via a first final output
terminal, where the first final output terminal is connected to
the contact point B1H of the third series of contact points of
the boost network; and the second amplifying network further
includes a second amplifying circuit, where the second ampli-
fying circuit is connected to the third part of transconductance
units and the fourth part of transconductance units, and
responds to the second output signal to generate the second
final output signal and output the second final output signal
via a second final output terminal, where the second final
output terminal is connected to the contact point B1L of the
fourth series of contact points of the boost network.

Optionally, the boost network responds to the first final
output signal and the second final output signal to generate the
first output and the second output of the second differential
output signals, and sends the generated first output and sec-
ond output of the second differential output signals to a sec-
ond input terminal, connected to the boost network, of the
second part of transconductance units and a second input
terminal, connected to the boost network, of the fourth part of
transconductance units, respectively.

Optionally, the first amplifying circuit or the second ampli-
fying circuit includes a two-stage amplifying circuit, where a
first stage of the first amplifying circuit receives the first
output signal, and a first stage of the second amplifying circuit
receives the second output signal.

Optionally, the contact point A1H is the first of the first
series of contact points, the contact point A1L is the first of the
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second series of contact points, and the contact point A1H and
the contact point A1L form a first contact point pair of the
attenuator network; and when working states of transconduc-
tance unit pairs connected from the last to the first of the
contact point pairs of the attenuator network change succes-
sively, the attenuation of the continuous variable gain ampli-
fier during the attenuation status gradually decreases from
maximum attenuation to zero. The contact point B1H is the
first of the third series of contact points, the contact point B1L.
is the first of the fourth series of contact points, and the contact
point B1H and the contact point B1L form a first contact point
pair of the boost network; and when working states of
transconductance unit pairs connected from the first to the last
of the contact point pairs of the boost network change suc-
cessively, the gain of the continuous variable gain amplifier
during the gain status gradually increases from zero to a
maximum gain.

Optionally, first output terminals of the first part of
transconductance units are connected to second output termi-
nals of the second part of transconductance units, and second
output terminals of the first part of transconductance units are
connected to first output terminals of the second part of
transconductance units, so as to jointly output the first output
signal; and

first output terminals of the third part of transconductance
units are connected to second output terminals of the fourth
part of transconductance units, and second output terminals
of the third part of transconductance units are connected to
first output terminals of the fourth part of transconductance
units, so as to jointly output the second output signal.

Optionally, the input signal is a pair of differential signals
connected to the contact point pairs of the attenuator network.

Optionally, the transconductance unit includes a pair of
differential triodes controlled by an inserted current source,
and a working state of the transconductance unit is deter-
mined by controlling a bias current of the inserted current
source.

Optionally, an end of the attenuator network and an end of
the boost network are connected to a common-mode voltage.

FIG. 2A is a schematic block diagram of an attenuator
network 11 according to a second embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 2A shows an implementation manner of the
attenuator network 11.

The attenuator network 11 consists of resistors, and
includes two groups of symmetrical contact points: a first
series of contact points 111 and a second series of contact
points 113. For example, both the first series of contact points
111 and the second series of contact points 113 have n contact
points, A1H to AnH and A1L to Anl, where n is a positive
integer. The contact point A1H 112 of the first series of
contact points 111 and the contact point AILL 114 of the
second series of contact points 113 are the first of the first
series of contact points and the first of the second series of
contact points, respectively, and the contact point AnH of the
first series of contact points 111 and the contact point AnL. of
the second series of contact points 113 are the last of the first
series of contact points and the last of the second series of
contact points, respectively. A1H and A1L or AnH and AnL.
are a group of corresponding contact points, which is also
called a contact point pair. An input signal 15 is differential
signals, where one output is connected to A1H, as illustrated
by Vip in FIG. 2A, and another output is connected to AIL, as
illustrated by Vin in FIG. 2A. The attenuator network
responds to the input signal 15, and generates a series of first
differential output signals 18 at contact point pairs corre-
sponding to the first series of contact points and the second
series of contact points. For ease of description, the first
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differential output signals output from the first series of con-
tact points are called a first output of the first differential
output signals, and the first differential output signals output
from the second series of contact points are called a second
output of the first differential output signals.

FIG. 2B is a schematic block diagram of a part 111 of the
attenuator network 11 according to the second embodiment
of the present invention. FIG. 2B illustrates a specific imple-
mentation manner by taking the first series of contact points
111 as an example. The attenuator network is a it resistance
network and can implement dB linearity of attenuation.
Because the first series of contact points 111 and the second
series of contact points 113 are completely symmetrical, the
second series of contact points 113 will not be described again
for simplicity. An end of the attenuator network is connected
to a common-mode voltage Vcom.

The first amplifying network 13 selects a signal output by
one contact point or jointly by more contact points of the part
111 of the attenuator network 11 as one input signal of an
internal amplifier. FIG. 3A is a schematic block diagram of a
boost network 12 according to a third embodiment of the
present invention.

The boost network 12 consists of resistors, and includes
two groups of symmetrical contact points: a third series of
contact points 121 and a fourth series of contact points 123.
For example, both the third series of contact points 121 and
the fourth series of contact points 123 have m contact points,
B1H to BmH and B1L to BmL, where m is a positive integer.
The contact point B1H 122 of'the third series of contact points
121 and the contact point B1L 124 of the fourth series of
contact points 123 are the first of the third series of contact
points and the first of the fourth series of contact points,
respectively, and the contact point BmH of the third series of
contact points 121 and the contact point Bml of the fourth
series of contact points 123 are the last of the third series of
contact points and the last of the fourth series of contact
points, respectively. B1H and B 1L or BmH and Bml. are a
group of corresponding contact points, which is also called a
contact point pair. The boost network responds to a first final
output signal Vop 16 and a second final output signal Von 17,
and generates a series of second differential output signals 19
at contact point pairs corresponding to the third and the fourth
series of contact points. For ease of description, the second
differential output signals output from the third series of
contact points are called a first output of the second differen-
tial output signals, and the second differential output signals
output from the fourth series of contact points are called a
second output of the second differential output signals.

FIG. 3B is a schematic block diagram of a part 121 of the
boost network 12 according to the third embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 3B illustrates a specific implementa-
tion manner by taking the third series of contact points 121 as
an example. The boost network is a m resistance network, and
can implement dB linearity of a gain. Because the third series
of contact points 121 and the fourth series of contact points
123 are completely symmetrical, the fourth series of contact
points 123 will not be described again for simplicity. An end
of'the boost network is connected to a common-mode voltage
Vcom.

The first amplifying network 13 selects a signal output by
one contact point or jointly by more contact points of the part
121 of the boost network 12 as another input signal of the
internal amplifier.

Because the first amplifying network 13 and the second
amplifying network 14 are in a symmetrical relationship, for
simplicity, only the components of the first amplifying net-
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work 13 are described. The structure and signal processing of
the second amplifying network 14 are similar and will not be
described again.

Optionally, as a specific embodiment of the present inven-
tion, an amplifying network may include multiple transcon-
ductance units and amplifying circuits. The transconductance
units select output signals of different contact points of the
attenuator network or the boost network according to whether
the transconductance units are working All contact points are
fixed, and whether a transconductance unit is working and
what the working status is like can be obtained according to a
continuous variable current of the transconductance unit. The
continuous variable current is controlled by a control voltage
Vetrl which is provided externally. The control voltage is
briefed as Vctrl.

Subsequently, a transconductance unit and an amplifying
circuit that are included in the first amplifying network are
exemplified.

FIG. 4A is a schematic principle diagram of a transconduc-
tance unit 40 of the first amplifying network 13 according to
a fourth embodiment of the present invention.

The first amplifying circuit includes multiple transconduc-
tance units 40. Herein, transconductance units connected to
the first series of contact points are called the first part of
transconductance units, and transconductance units con-
nected to the third series of contact points are called the
second part of transconductance units. A transconductance
unit 40 includes two differential triodes. The first part of
transconductance units are denoted by Man and Manp (where
n is a positive integer), and the second part of transconduc-
tance units are denoted by Mgm and Mgmp (where m is a
positive integer). A working state of the transconductance
unit40 may be controlled by a bias current 404 provided by an
inserted current source. Taking the last of the first part of
transconductance units as an example, as shown in FIG. 4A,
the two differential triodes of the transconductance unit are
denoted by Man and Manp, and a controlled bias current is
1 ,,.zr- For example, when the bias current of the transconduc-
tance unit increases from zero, the transconductance unit
gradually changes from not working to working. The input
terminal of one triode of the two differential triodes, such as
Man or Mgm, is a non-inverting input terminal of the ampli-
fier, and is called a first input terminal 401 herein. The input
terminal of the other triode, such as Manp or Mgmp, is an
inverting input terminal of the amplifier, and is called a sec-
ond input terminal 402 herein. Each first input terminal 401 of
the first part of transconductance units 40 is connected to one
corresponding contact point among the first series of contact
points such as A1H to AnH of the attenuator network, and all
the second input terminals are connected to the contact point
B1H 122 of the third series of contact points of the boost
network. All first input terminals of the second part of
transconductance units 40 are connected to the contact point
A1H 112 of the first series of contact points of the attenuator
network, and each second input terminal 402 is connected to
one corresponding contact point among the third series of
contact points such as B1H to BmH of the boost network. The
first part of transconductance units and the second part of
transconductance units 40 generate a first output signal 403
according to signals received by their respective first input
terminals and second input terminals, and jointly send the first
output signal 403 to a first amplifying circuit 45. FIG. 4B is a
schematic principle diagram of the first amplitying circuit 45
of the first amplifying network according to the fourth
embodiment of the present invention.

Correspondingly, the second amplifying network also
includes multiple transconductance units 40 with a joint out-
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put, where transconductance units connected to the second
series of contact points are called the third part of transcon-
ductance units, and transconductance units connected to the
fourth series of contact points are called the fourth part of
transconductance units. The third part of transconductance
units and the fourth part of transconductance units are con-
figured to generate a second output signal, where each first
input terminal of the third part of transconductance units is
connected to one corresponding contact point among the
second series of contact points such as A1L to Anl. of the
attenuator network, and all the second input terminals are
connected to the contact point B1L of the fourth series of
contact points of the boost network. All the first input termi-
nals of the fourth part of transconductance units are con-
nected to the contact point A1L of the second series of contact
points of the attenuator network, and each second input ter-
minal is connected to one corresponding contact point among
the fourth series of contact points such as B1L to BmL ofthe
boost network.

One of the first part of transconductance units of the first
amplifying network and one of the third part of transconduc-
tance units of the second amplifying network form a transcon-
ductance unit pair via a contact point pair of the attenuator
network, can generate the first differential output signals and
the second differential output signals, and send the first dif-
ferential output signals and the second differential output
signals to the first amplifying circuit and the second ampli-
fying circuit, respectively, so as to finally output the first
differential output signals and the second differential output
signals which are mutually inverting, without the need of any
additional inverter. In many applications, this method pro-
vides particular benefits.

Similarly, one of the second part of transconductance units
of the first amplifying network and one of the fourth part of
transconductance units of the second amplifying network
form a transconductance unit pair via a contact point pair of
the boost network, can generate the first differential output
signals and the second differential output signals, and send
the first differential output signals and the second differential
output signals to the first amplifying circuit and the second
amplifying circuit, respectively. The benefits are the same as
above.

Specifically, regarding the variable gain amplifier of this
embodiment of the present invention, the gain and the attenu-
ation thereof are continuously adjustable because different
transconductance units select different contact points of the
boost network and the attenuator network. This is imple-
mented by using the control voltage Vctrl of the variable gain
amplifier to continuously change a bias current of each
transconductance unit, that is, the bias current 404 in F1G. 4A.
Though the transconductance units are connected to different
contact points of the boost network or the attenuator network,
whether each transconductance unit works is controlled by
existence of its bias current 404, and the bias current of each
transconductance unit is controlled by the control voltage
Vetrl of the VGA. The sum of the bias currents of all the
transconductance units of the VGA is fixed, and the Vctrl
controls the bias current of each transconductance unit. As the
Vetrl gradually increases from 0 V to a maximum value, the
current of each transconductance unit is continuously
switched, thereby implementing the VGA with a continuous
variable gain or continuous variable attenuation.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a current generator 90
controlled by a control voltage Vctrl of aVGA according to an
embodiment of the present invention. The current generator
90 is an existing technology, FIG. 9 omits a specific circuit,
and merely schematically illustrates that, when an externally
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input control voltage Vctrl 91 changes, the current generator
controlled by the Vctrl outputs a bias current such as I, ,, at
different output terminals according to the change of the
Vetrl. FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a relationship
between a control voltage and bias currents of a VGA accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. For clarity,
different bias currents in FIG. 10 are indicated by wave curves
with different symbols. In this case, the changing trend of
each bias current increasing from zero and then decreasing to
zero is apparent. When a bias current passes through a
transconductance unit connected to an output terminal of the
current generator, the working state starts to be switched.

Specifically, taking the first part of transconductance units
of the attenuator network as an example, when the Vctrl is O
V, only a transconductance unit connected to the contact point
AnH (the last one from left to right of the attenuator network
in FIG. 5) has a bias current, and bias currents of all other
transconductance units are zero. In this case, the attenuation
of the VGA is the greatest. As the Vctrl gradually increases,
the current of the transconductance unit connected to the
contact point AnH gradually decreases, and a current of a
transconductance unit connected to the contact point An—1H
(the first one on the left of AnH) gradually increases, thereby
continuously switching the working state of each transcon-
ductance unit. Because the contact points of the resistors of
the attenuator network connected to the transconductance
units that are connected to the contact points AnH and An—-1H
are different, attenuation degrees are different. Since the
working states of the transconductance units connected to the
contact points AnH and An—1H of the attenuator network can
be switched continuously, the attenuation is continuously
adjustable. As the Vctrl gradually increases, working states of
the transconductance units connected to the contact points
AnH to A1H are switched one by one, and the VGA continu-
ously changes from the maximum attenuation to zero attenu-
ation during the attenuation status. As the Vctrl further
increases, the attenuator network stops working Referring to
the boost network in FIG. 3B, from left to right, the bias
currents of the transconductance units connected to the con-
tact points of the attenuator network change correspondingly,
and the connected transconductance units change from not
working to working one by one, thereby implementing the
changing trend of the gain from small to large during the gain
status of the VGA. When and only when a transconductance
unit connected to the contact point BmH on the right-most of
the boost network works, the gain of the VGA reaches the
maximum value.

Because the first part of transconductance units and the
third part of transconductance units are connected to a contact
point pair of the attenuator network, where the contact point
pair acts as resistors whose other ends are connected to the
input signals Vip and Vin, the signals input to the first ampli-
fying circuit and the second amplifying circuit are still dif-
ferential signals. The second part of transconductance units
and the fourth part of transconductance units are connected to
a contact point pair of the boost network, where the same
principle applies.

In addition, during the gain status, that is, the stage in which
the gain is greater than 0, referring to the boost network in
FIG. 3B, when the gain gradually decreases from the maxi-
mum gain, a resistor contacted by an effectively working
transconductance pair that is controlled by the continuously
switching current, that is, an equivalent noise contribution
resistance value, is also decreasing. In this way, although the
gain dB decreases, the noise dB decreases correspondingly
and the NF therefore remains almost unchanged. That is to
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say, during a stage in which the gain of the VGA is greater
than zero, the NF is constant and does not deteriorate with the
decrease of the gain.

Referring to FIG. 4B, the first amplifying circuit 45
includes a simplified two-stage amplifying circuit. Input ter-
minals of two transistors Ma 451 and Mb 452 of a first-stage
amplifier are connected to output terminals of two transistors
of'the transconductance unit 40, and are configured to receive
the first output signal 403 of the transconductance unit 40.
Specifically, the first output terminals of the first part of
transconductance units and the second output terminals of the
second part of transconductance units are connected to the
input terminal of Ma 451, and the second output terminals of
the first part of transconductance units and the first output
terminals of the second part of transconductance units are
connected to the input terminal of Mb 452. After the signal is
amplified by the first-stage amplifier, the first final output
signal Vop 16 is finally output at the output terminal of a
second-stage amplifier Mc 453. The output terminal of the
second-stage amplifier 453 is connected to the contact point
B1H 122 of the third series of contact points of the boost
network. In addition, a bias current of the output terminal of
the amplifier 453 may be controlled by an inserted current
source 454.

Correspondingly, the second amplifying circuit also
includes a two-stage amplifying circuit. Two transistors of a
first-stage amplifier are connected to the output terminals of
the two transistors of the transconductance unit, and are con-
figured to receive the second output signal of the transcon-
ductance unit, and the second final output signal Vop 17 is
finally output at the output terminal of a second-stage ampli-
fier. The output terminal of the second-stage amplifier is
connected to the contact point B11, 122 of the fourth series of
contact points of the boost network. In addition, a bias current
of the output terminal of the second-stage amplifier may be
controlled by the inserted current source.

FIG. 5 is a schematic circuit diagram of a continuous
variable gain amplifier 50 according to a fifth embodiment of
the present invention.

In this embodiment of the present invention, an input sig-
nal, as differential signals, is split into two outputs, Vip and
Vin, which are connected to a pair of contact points (AnH and
AnL) of the attenuator network. Subsequently, for simplicity,
descriptions are made by taking the first amplifying network
as an example, and a principle of the second amplifying
network is similar.

The input signal Vip is output to a first input terminal of a
transconductance unit of the first amplifying network via the
attenuator network. The transconductance unit generates a
first output signal based on the input, and sends the first output
signal to an input terminal of a triode of the first-stage ampli-
fier of the first amplifying circuit. The first-stage amplifier of
the first amplifying circuit, for example, includes a triode Ma
and a triode Mb, and the second-stage amplifier includes a
triode Mc. Meanwhile, after being input to the B1H of the
third series of contact points of the boost network via the
output terminal of the first amplifying circuit, the first final
output signal is input to the input terminal of the other triode
of the first-stage amplifier as a signal of the inverting input
terminal of the transconductance unit. After two-stage ampli-
fication, the output terminal of the second-stage amplifier of
the first amplifying circuit outputs the first final output signal.

During the whole attenuation status of the continuous vari-
able gain amplifier, a second input of each transconductance
unit connected to the attenuator network is connected to the
B1H. Whether the whole attenuator network and correspond-
ing transconductance pairs work depends on the bias currents
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controlled by the Vctrl. In this case, the B1H of the boost
network is connected to the Vop. When the attenuator network
works, under the effect of the Vctrl, the bias currents of the
transconductance units connected to the whole boost network
are 0, and no transconductance unit connected to the whole
boost network works. In this case, only the attenuator network
works.

During the whole gain status of the continuous variable
gain amplifier, a first input of each transconductance unit
connected to the boost network is connected to the A1H.
Whether the whole boost network and corresponding
transconductance pairs work depends on the bias currents
controlled by the Vctrl. In this case, the A1H of the attenuator
network is connected to the Vip. When the boost network
works, under the effect of the Vctrl, the bias currents of the
transconductance units of the whole attenuator network are 0,
and no transconductance unit connected to the whole attenu-
ator network works. In this case, only the boost network
works.

By using two resistor networks, the continuous variable
gain amplifier provided in this embodiment of the present
invention implements attenuation and gain and implements a
continuous variable gain, thereby achieving good linearity
firstly. Secondly, because the boost network stops working
during the attenuation status or the attenuator network stops
working during the gain status, a chip current and a chip area
can be saved. Finally, during the attenuation status of the
continuous variable gain amplifier, that is, the stage in which
the attenuator network works, the noise dB of the continuous
variable gain amplifier increases with the attenuation of the
gain dB, and an NF of the continuous variable gain amplifier
deteriorates accordingly; however, during the gain status of
the continuous variable gain amplifier, that is, the stage in
which the boost network works, the noise of the continuous
variable gain amplifier decreases with the decrease of the gain
dB, and therefore the NF hardly deteriorates.

FIG. 6 is a circuit principle diagram of the continuous
variable gain amplifier 50 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. For clarity, the figure illustrates only the
upper half circuit of the continuous variable gain amplifier 50.
For ease of illustration, FIG. 6 gives a simplified circuit dia-
gram of a connection relationship between a working
transconductance unit and a bias current controlled by the
Vetrl and specific contact points of the attenuator network or
boost network.

During the gain status of the continuous variable gain
amplifier, the first input terminal 401 of the transconductance
unit is connected to the AlH. In this case, the Vip is connected
to the A1H, that is, the attenuator network (R.Attenuator)
stops working and the gain amplitude is determined by the
boost network (R.Boost). In this case, the noise of the VGA
consists of noise of the boost network and noise of the first
amplifying circuit, and is irrelevant with the attenuator net-
work. In addition, when the transconductance unit Mgl con-
nected to the contact point B1H of the boost network works,
the boost network stops working

During the attenuation status of the continuous variable
gain amplifier, the second input terminal 402 of the transcon-
ductance unit is connected to the B1H. In this case, the Vop is
connected to the B1H, that is, the boost network stops work-
ing and the attenuation amplitude is determined by the attenu-
ator network. In this case, the noise of the VGA consists of
noise of the attenuator network and noise of the first ampli-
fying circuit, and is irrelevant with the boost network.

The above two points indicate that, during the gain status of
the continuous variable gain amplifier, no noise of the con-
tinuous variable gain amplifier is contributed by the attenua-
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tor network. The reason is that, during the gain status, the
currents of the transconductance units corresponding to the
attenuator network are zero, that is, the transconductance
units connected to the contact points of the attenuator network
do not work. Because the attenuator network stops working,
there is no resistance noise contribution of the attenuator
network. Similarly, during the attenuation status of the con-
tinuous variable gain amplifier, no noise of the continuous
variable gain amplifier is contributed by the boost network.
The reasons is that, during the attenuation status, the currents
oftransconductance units corresponding to the boost network
are zero, that is, the transconductance units connected to the
contact points of the boost network do not work. Because the
boost network stops working, there is no resistance noise
contribution of the boost network, either. Therefore, the
change ofthe NF and the gain is different from that in the prior
art. The continuous VGA of the embodiment of the present
invention is capable of adjusting the attenuation and the gain.
When only the boost network works, that is, when the
transconductance unit pairs connected to the contact point
pairs work successively from right to left, the gain of the
continuous variable gain amplifier gradually decreases from
the maximum gain. In this case, when the gain of the boost
network gradually decreases from the maximum gain, the
noise also gradually decreases with the decrease of the gain,
and therefore the NF remains almost unchanged.

According to a simulation result of the continuous variable
gain amplifier of the embodiment of the present invention,
when both input impedance and output impedance are 50
ohm, specific conditions of the gain and the NF are illustrated
in FIG. 7 and FIG. 8, respectively.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a relationship between a
gain and an external control voltage Vctrl of a continuous
variable gain amplifier according to the fifth embodiment of
the present invention. The gain amplitude of the variable gain
amplifier and the amplitude of the external control voltage
vary with design requirements, and the illustration herein is
merely exemplary.

As shown in FIG. 7, the horizontal axis represents the
control voltage, and the vertical axis represents the gain of the
continuous variable gain amplifier. On the vertical axis, the
negative numbers below zero of the gain indicate gain values
of the continuous variable gain amplifier during the attenua-
tion status, and the positive numbers above zero of the gain
indicates gain values of the continuous variable gain amplifier
during the gain status.

The following uses only the upper half circuit of the con-
tinuous variable gain amplifier 50 to exemplify the explana-
tion. The lower halfis completely symmetrical with the upper
half and works under the same principle, and will not be
described herein for simplicity. In this embodiment of the
present invention, the sum of the bias currents of all the first
part of transconductance units and a second part of transcon-
ductance units is a fixed value. That is,

n m
Z Laym + Z Ippn
=) =

is a fixed value, and does not change with the change of the
Vetrl.

Referring to FIG. 7, when the Vctrl is very low, for
example, lower than 0.4 V, only the current 1,,,, exists.
Because the sum of all the bias currents is a fixed value, all the
other bias currents are zero, and therefore only the transcon-
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ductance unit connected to the bias current 1 ,,, ., works. In this
case, no other transconductance units work because the bias
currents thereof are zero. The first input terminal of the
transconductance unit is connected to the maximum attenu-
ation point AnH of the attenuation resistor network and the
second input terminal is connected to the BIH. The B1H is on
the left-most side of the boost resistor network, and is the first
contact point. In this case, the whole VGA achieves the maxi-
mum attenuation, and the attenuation amplitude equals the
attenuation amplitude at the point AnH of the attenuation
resistor network.

Still referring to FIG. 7, when the Vctrl is 0.7 V, only the
bias current L, ,,, exists, and all the other bias currents are
zero. In this case, only the transconductance unit connected to
the bias current 1,z works. The first input terminal of the
transconductance unit is connected to the point A(n-1)H of
the attenuation resistor network, where the attenuation at the
point A(n-1)H is a little smaller than that at the maximum
attenuation point AnH, and the right side is connected to the
B1H. The B1H is on the left-most side of the boost network,
and is the first contact point. No other transconductance units
work because the bias currents thereof are zero. In this case,
the attenuation amplitude of the whole VGA equals the
attenuation amplitude at the point A(n—-1)H of the attenuation
resistor network.

Referring to when the Vetrl equals 0.4 V and 0.7 V again,
the attenuation amplitudes at the two points AnH and A(n-
1H of the attenuator network are determined by the resistor
network, and are two different values. Then, how does the
VGA achieve continuous attenuation change between the two
points? When the Vctrl is between 0.4 V and 0.7 V, only the
currents I ;,,,,and L, ;. exist, and because the sum of I ,,,,,
and L, 1s a fixed value, all the other bias currents are
zero. The two transconductance units connected to the bias
currents I, ,and I, ;. work, but the working status of the
two transconductance units are determined by the intensities
of the bias currents. In addition, the current intensities deter-
mine the degree of contribution of the transconductance units
to the whole attenuation amount.

By analogy, with the continuous change of the Vctrl, the
attenuation of the VGA also changes continuously. During
the gain status, the working relationship between the boost
network and the corresponding transconductance units and
bias currents is also continuous, thereby achieving a continu-
ous variable gain. Therefore, the continuous change of the
gain/attenuation of the VGA is implemented by using the
Vetrl to adjust bias currents of different transconductance
units.

As can be seen from FIG. 7, as the control voltage starts
increasing from 0 V, when the control voltage is at a first
voltage 71 between 0V and 0.4 V, the gain of the variable gain
amplifier starts to change from the maximum attenuation to
the maximum gain. In this case, the boost network stops
working, and only the transconductance unit pair connected
from the last contact point pair AnH and Anl. of the attenuator
network works. When the control voltage is at a second volt-
age 72 between 1V and 1.5V, the gain output of the variable
gain amplifier is 0. In this case, the input signals Vip and Vin
are connected to the A1H and A1L of the attenuation resistor
network, and only the transconductance unit pair connected
to the A1H and A1L and the transconductance unit pair con-
nected to the B1H and B1L work. When the control voltage
changes from the second voltage 72 to a third voltage 73
above 2.5V, the attenuator network stops working, and only
the transconductance unit pair connected from the last contact
point pair BmH and BmL of the boost network works. From
the third voltage 73 above 2.5 V on, the gain output of the
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variable gain amplifier is the maximum value. The continuous
variable control voltage is used to control the transconduc-
tance units and the connected resistor networks to output gain
control signals of the VGA to the amplifying networks, and
then a continuous variable gain is obtained.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a relationship between an
NF and a control voltage of a continuous variable gain ampli-
fier according to the fifth embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

As shown in FIG. 8, the horizontal axis represents the
control voltage, and the vertical axis represents the NF of the
continuous variable gain amplifier. As is seen from FIG. 8,
when the voltage of the input signal increases from the first
voltage 71 to the second voltage 72, that is, when the attenu-
ation gradually increases from the maximum attenuation to O
during the attenuation status of the continuous variable gain
amplifier, the NF dB is improved with the increase of the gain
dB during the attenuation status. When the voltage increases
from the second voltage 72 to the third voltage 73, that is,
when the gain increases from 0 to the maximum gain during
the gain status of the continuous variable gain amplifier, the
NF remains almost unchanged with the increase of the gain
dB during the gain status. This further verifies that, by using
the continuous variable gain amplifier of the embodiments of
the present invention, the NF dB deteriorates with the attenu-
ation of the gain dB during the attenuation status, while,
during the gain status, the NF remains almost unchanged with
the decrease of the gain dB.

Persons of ordinary skill in the art may be aware that, in
combination with the examples described in the embodi-
ments disclosed in this specification, units and algorithm
steps may be implemented by electronic hardware, or a com-
bination of computer software and electronic hardware.
Whether the functions are performed by hardware or software
depends on particular applications and design constraint con-
ditions of the technical solutions. A person skilled in the art
may use different methods to implement the described func-
tions for each particular application, but it should not be
considered that the implementation goes beyond the scope of
the present invention.

It may be clearly understood by a person skilled in the art
that, for the purpose of convenient and brief description, for a
detailed working process of the foregoing system, apparatus,
and unit, reference may be made to the corresponding process
in the foregoing method embodiments, and the details will not
be described herein again.

In the several embodiments provided in the present appli-
cation, it should be understood that the disclosed system,
apparatus, and method may be implemented in other man-
ners. For example, the described apparatus embodiment is
merely exemplary. For example, the unit division is merely
logical function division and may be other division in actual
implementation. For example, a plurality of units or compo-
nents may be combined or integrated into another system, or
some features may be ignored or not performed. In addition,
the displayed or discussed mutual couplings or direct cou-
plings or communication connections may be implemented
through some interfaces. The indirect couplings or commu-
nication connections between the apparatuses or units may be
implemented in electronic, mechanical, or other forms.

The units described as separate parts may or may not be
physically separate, and parts displayed as units may or may
not be physical units, may be located in one position, or may
be distributed on a plurality of network units. A part or all of
the units may be selected according to actual needs to achieve
the objectives of the solutions of the embodiments.
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In addition, functional units in the embodiments of the
present invention may be integrated into one processing unit,
or each of the units may exist alone physically, or two or more
units are integrated into one unit.

When the functions are implemented in a form of a soft-
ware functional unit and sold or used as an independent
product, the functions may be stored in a computer-readable
storage medium. Based on such an understanding, the tech-
nical solutions of the present invention essentially, or the part
contributing to the prior art, or a part of the technical solutions
may be implemented in a form of a software product. The
computer software product is stored in a storage medium, and
includes several instructions for instructing a computer
device (which may be a personal computer, a server, or a
network device) to perform all or a part of the steps of the
methods described in the embodiments of the present inven-
tion. The foregoing storage medium includes: any medium
that can store program codes, such as a USB flash disk, a
removable hard disk, a read-only memory (ROM, Read-Only
Memory), a random access memory (RAM, Random Access
Memory), a magnetic disk, or an optical disk.

The foregoing descriptions are merely specific embodi-
ments of the present invention, but are not intended to limit
the protection scope of the present invention. Any variation or
replacement readily figured out by a person skilled in the art
within the technical scope disclosed in the present invention
shall fall within the protection scope of the present invention.
Therefore, the protection scope of the present invention shall
be subject to the protection scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A continuous variable gain amplifier, comprising an
attenuator network, a boost network, a first amplifying net-
work, and a second amplifying network, wherein:

the attenuator network consists of resistors and is config-

ured to adjust attenuation of the continuous variable gain
amplifier;

the boost network consists of resistors and is configured to

adjust a gain of the continuous variable gain amplifier;
and the attenuator network generates first differential
output signals according to an input signal and sends the
first differential output signals to the first amplifying
network and the second amplifying network;

the first amplifying network receives a first output of the

first differential output signals sent by the attenuator
network, and generates a first final output signal accord-
ing to an externally input control voltage;

the second amplifying network receives a second output of

the first differential output signals sent by the attenuator
network, and generates a second final output signal
according to an externally input control voltage;

the boost network receives the first final output signal out-

put by the first amplifying network and the second final
output signal output by the second amplifying network,
generates second differential output signals, and sends a
first output and a second output of the second differential
output signals to the first amplifying network and the
second amplifying network, respectively, wherein the
first output and the second output of the second differ-
ential output signals are used by the first amplifying
network and the second amplifying network to generate
the first final output signal and the second final output
signal, respectively; and

during a gain status of the continuous variable gain ampli-

fier, the attenuator network stops working, and the gain
of the continuous variable gain amplifier is adjusted by
the boost network, and during an attenuation status of
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the continuous variable gain amplifier, the boost net-
work stops working, and the gain is adjusted by the
attenuator network.

2. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to

claim 1, wherein:

the attenuator network comprises a first series of contact
points and a second series of contact points in symmetry,
configured to respond to the input signal, and generate
the first output and the second output of a series of the
first differential output signals at contact point pairs
corresponding to the first series of contact points and the
second series of contact points, respectively;

the boost network comprises a third series of contact points
and a fourth series of contact points in symmetry, con-
figured to respond to the first final output signal and the
second final output signal, respectively, and generate the
first output and the second output of a series of the
second differential output signals at contact point pairs
corresponding to the third series of contact points and
the fourth series of contact points, respectively;

the first amplifying network comprises a first part of
transconductance units and a second part of transcon-
ductance units with a joint output, configured to generate
a first output signal, wherein each first input terminal of
the first part of transconductance units is correspond-
ingly connected to one of the first series of contact points
of the attenuator network, second input terminals of the
first part of transconductance units are connected to a
contact point B1H of the third series of contact points of
the boost network, all first input terminals of the second
part of transconductance units are connected to a contact
point A1H of the first series of contact points of the
attenuator network, and each second input terminal of
the second part of transconductance units is correspond-
ingly connected to one of the third series of contact
points of the boost network; and

the second amplifying network comprises a third part of
transconductance units and a fourth part of transconduc-
tance units with a joint output, configured to generate a
second output signal, wherein each first input terminal of
the third part of transconductance units is correspond-
ingly connected to one of the second series of contact
points of the attenuator network, all second input termi-
nals of the third part of transconductance units are con-
nected to a contact point B1L of the fourth series of
contact points of the boost network, all first input termi-
nals of the fourth part of transconductance units are
connected to a contact point A1L of the second series of
contact points of the attenuator network, and each sec-
ond input terminal of the fourth part of transconductance
units is correspondingly connected to one of the fourth
series of contact points of the boost network.

3. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to

claim 2, wherein:

the first amplifying network further comprises a first
amplifying circuit, wherein the first amplifying circuit is
connected to the first part of transconductance units and
the second part of transconductance units, and responds
to the first output signal to generate the first final output
signal and output the first final output signal via a first
final output terminal, wherein the first final output ter-
minal is connected to the contact point B1H of the third
series of contact points of the boost network; and

the second amplifying network further comprises a second
amplifying circuit, wherein the second amplifying cir-
cuit is connected to the third part of transconductance
units and the fourth part of transconductance units, and



US 9,065,406 B2

19

responds to the second output signal to generate the
second final output signal and output the second final
output signal via a second final output terminal, wherein
the second final output terminal is connected to the con-

20

and the contact point B1L form a first contact point pair
of the boost network, and when working states of
transconductance unit pairs connected from the first to
the last of the contact point pairs of the boost network

tact point B1L ofthe fourth series of contact points of the 5
boost network.
4. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to
claim 3, wherein:
the boost network responds to the first final output signal
and the second final output signal to generate the first 10
output and the second output of the second differential
output signals, and sends the generated first output and
second output of the second differential output signals to
a second input terminal, connected to the boost network,
of the second part of transconductance units and a sec- 15
ond input terminal, connected to the boost network, of
the fourth part of transconductance units, respectively.
5. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to
claim 2, wherein:
the first amplifying circuit or the second amplifying circuit 20
comprises a two-stage amplifying circuit, wherein a first
stage of the first amplifying circuit receives the first
output signal, and a first stage of the second amplitying
circuit receives the second output signal.
6. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to 25
claim 2, wherein:
the contact point A1H is the first of the first series of contact
points, the contact point A1L is the first of the second
series of contact points, and the contact point A1H and
the contact point A1L form a first contact point pair of 30
the attenuator network, and when working states of
transconductance unit pairs connected from the last to
the first of the contact point pairs of the attenuator net-
work change successively, the attenuation of the con-
tinuous variable gain amplifier during the attenuation 35
status gradually decreases from maximum attenuation
to zero; and
the contact point B1H is the first of the third series of
contact points, the contact point B1L is the first of the
fourth series of contact points, and the contact point B1H L

change successively, the gain of the continuous variable
gain amplifier during the gain status gradually increases
from zero to a maximum gain.
7. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to
claim 2, wherein:
first output terminals of the first part of transconductance
units are connected to second output terminals of the
second part of transconductance units, and second out-
put terminals of the first part of transconductance units
are connected to first output terminals of the second part
of transconductance units, so as to jointly output the first
output signal; and
first output terminals of the third part of transconductance
units are connected to second output terminals of the
fourth part of transconductance units, and second output
terminals of the third part of transconductance units are
connected to first output terminals of the fourth part of
transconductance units, so as to jointly output the second
output signal.
8. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to
claim 2, wherein:
the input signal is a pair of differential signals connected to
the contact point pairs of the attenuator network.
9. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to
claim 2, wherein:
each transconductance unit comprises a pair of differential
triodes controlled by an inserted current source, and a
working state ofthe transconductance unit is determined
by controlling a bias current of the inserted current
source.
10. The continuous variable gain amplifier according to
claim 2, wherein:
an end of the attenuator network and an end of the boost
network are connected to a common-mode voltage.



